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Hutchinson and Garrow do a good job of put- 
ting meat on the rather meager bones of the Knox 
memoir. Knox sheds no light on the substantive 
work of the Court or Justice Roberts 's decisive 
migration from the conservative bloc to the lib- 
eral bloc of the Court. What he does provide, 
however, is not without value and interest: a vivid 
picture of how an old-fashioned Justice conducted 
his office at his home before the Court's opera- 
tions became institutionalized in the marble 
palace that had opened only a 
couple of years earlier. 

McReynolds, a bachelor, lived 
and worked in a spacious apart- 
ment in one of Washington's 
premier residential buildings, 
Meridian Mansions, opposite 
Meridian Hill Park at 2400 16th 
Street, N.W. He was attended 
from morning until evening by a 
staff of three - his secretary/law 
clerk and two longtime black ser- 
vants, a messenger/butler (Harry 
Parker) and a maid/cook (Mary 
Diggs). A large part of Knox's 
memoir focuses on the interper- 
sonal dynamics among the four of 
them. McReynolds's coldness and irascibility led 
Knox early on to form an alliance with the two 
servants, ignoring the boss's warnings against frat- 
ernization with blacks or, as McReynolds often 
called them, "darkies." And while the Justice con- 
sidered his law clerk to inhabit a social stratum 
much higher than that of Parker and Diggs, he 
never invited Knox to have lunch or dinner with 
him, even though he typically ate alone, with 

Knox sitting in his office a few feet away. Anyone 
familiar with the workings of the modern Supreme 
Court will be struck by how lonely Knox's life as 
McReynolds's law clerk was. He rarely went to the 
Court building and had virtually no contact with 
the law clerks for the other Justices. 

The memoir also holds some interest for stu- 
dents of the history of our capital city. Justice 
McReynolds was an active participant in the tra- 
ditional practices of Washington society, with the 

formalities of calling cards and 
hierarchical dinner parties. Knox 
was a social secretary as well as a 
law clerk for McReynolds, and he 
describes in loving detail the intri- 
cacies of the calling card rituals. 
The socially ambitious Knox suc- 
ceeded (behind McReynolds's 
back) in entering that refined 
social world to some extent. But he 
also provides us with a glimpse of 
another social world that was 
emerging - that of the young 
lawyers who flocked to Washing- 
ton in the 1930s to work for the 
New Deal. 

As the afterword sadly sets 
forth, Knox's subsequent career was little short of 
a disaster. He failed the bar examination three 
times before passing, and was unsuccessful as a 
lawyer. He never married, was plagued by illness 
in the later years of his long life, and became 
embittered. But he has made a real if modest his- 
torical contribution through his diary and 
memoir, giving us new insights into the Supreme 
Court and life in Washington in the 1930s. 

Errata 

Thanks to authors Matthew Gilmore and Priscilla McNeil for offering these corrections to their fall/winter 2002- 
2003 articles: The images of William Forsyth and Arthur Randk were courtesy, DCPL (Gilmore and Harrison) . 
Caroline Rebecca Nourse was the granddaughter, not daughter, of Joseph Nourse, and the original grant of Rock of 
Dumbarton was 1 703 , not 1 702 (McNeil) . 
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